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November 30, 2018 

A bi-weekly report from the 

Illinois Board of Higher Education 

WHERE DO ILLINOIS GRADUATES WORK? 
 

Utilizing information that was obtained in a datasharing 

partnership with the Illinois Department of Employment 

Security and the Illinois Student Assistance Commission,  

researchers from the Illinois Board of Higher Education established the distribution of jobs1 across 

industrial sectors for bachelor’s degree completers2 from Illinois universities. The distribution was 

tracked from one year before graduation to two years after graduation.  As illustrated in Figure 1, 

the share of jobs within the retail and hospitality industries shifted dramatically throughout the 

tracking period. During the timeframe leading up to graduation, roughly two out of every five jobs 

were either in retail or at restaurants/hotels. This is not all that unexpected given the flexibility in hours 

and low barriers to entry within those industries, which would make such jobs attractive to college 

students balancing their studies with work. What is surprising is how rapidly the share of jobs within 

those industries declines after graduation. In fact, two years after graduation, only 3.8% of the jobs 

were within accommodation and food services (down from 16.7% one year prior to graduation) 

and 7.3% were within retail (down from 23.1% one year prior to graduation).  The share of jobs within 

the entertainment sector also declined from 4.2% a year prior to graduation to 2.1% two years after 

graduation.  
 

In contrast, the share of jobs within professional, scientific, and technical services (which includes 

firms specializing in accounting, architecture, engineering, and consulting) and the education 

industries substantially increased.  Although 7.3% of jobs were in education a year prior to 

graduation, jobs within that sector accounted for a 12.2% share two years after graduation. The 

proportional share of jobs within the professional, scientific, and technical services industry increased 

from 4.4% a year prior to graduation to 14.6% two years after graduation. Modest proportional 

increases were also evident in the finance and insurance, wholesale trade, and the manufacturing 

industries.  
 

The share of jobs within the health care industry was relatively large and fairly static throughout the 

tracking period (between 15% and 17%). Immediately after graduation, as the proportion of jobs 

within retail and hospitality substantially declined, health care became the industry with the highest 

share of jobs (16.7%). 
 

So while retail and restaurant jobs were fairly common among college students prior to graduation, 

the share of jobs within those industries quickly declined and continued to do so the more time that 

passed after graduation. At the same time, the share of jobs within some of the sectors with higher 

barriers to entry, such as those requiring a bachelor’s degree and/or professional licensure, 

significantly increased and continued to increase after graduation.  

 
1 Jobs are determined by the interaction of a bachelor’s degree completer and a specific employer. Each job requires at 

least three consecutive quarters of employment.  
 

2 Bachelor’s completers from Academic Year 2013-14 from nearly all of the MAP-eligible bachelor’s granting institutions, 

public and private alike.  
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Figure 1:  Industry Job Share for Bachelor’s Degree Completers from Illinois Universities 

*Other includes:  agriculture; mining; construction; management of companies; real estate; utilities; and unknown.  

 

Click here to view the full IBHE DataPoint. 

https://www.ibhe.org/assets/files/IBHEDataPoints1118WhereDoIllinoisGraduatesWork.pdf
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Sponsored by the Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) each October, during College 

Changes Everything Month (CCE Month) ISAC and partners assist students with college and financial 

aid applications. In this third year of CCE Month, and in recognition of the Illinois Bicentennial, more 

than 200 official CCE Month sites across the state held both college application and financial aid 

events. ISAC continues to assist students with financial aid applications throughout the year to put 

them in the best position possible to receive the funding they need to attend. ISAC encourages 

students to complete a FAFSA for any postsecondary education, including vocational programs 

and certificates, as well as two- and four-year degree programs.  

The Illinois Department of Public Health has issued a brochure on Meningococcal disease and 

appropriate vaccinations, and hopes that it is shared with all college students and their families. It is 

being distributed to colleges and universities. Meningococcal disease is very serious and can be 

deadly. The Centers for Disease Control recommends that all current college and university students 

should have the vaccination. Children as young as 11 years old can be vaccinated. 

 

Click here to view the brochure. 

http://dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/OHP_Publications_Meningococcal_Disease_Brochure.pdf
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WUIS 91.9/NPR Illinois:  Higher ed weights in on K-12 teacher standards, November 21, 2018. 
 

Northern Illinois University:  Northern Illinois P-20 network enables partnerships to foster student 

achievement, November 26, 2018. 
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